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;yétatemant of the Dona Lila Mayoral de Hernandez, First Lady =f Fuerto

Rico —On the occasion of the Region I1 Displaced Homemakers Network,

Arrual Confersnce Gala Luncheon — Octobsr 12, 1990 = Taj Mahal,

Atlantic City, New Jersey. :

Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen, honoress, guests and

friends.
First ana foremost,I wilsh to thank the Conference organisers and

the sponsoring agencies —- for inviting me to be a part of this

m

xperiesnce  to shars and to strengthen the ties among women's

nizations., I am delighted to b2 in an atmosphere where we can
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reaffirm the significance and importance of women in the work farce

and where we can prepare the groundwork for the challenges women will

ba facing in the coming cantury,

- Second, as the first lady of Puesrto Rico, i g proud to be here
on behalf of the women of Pusrto Rico, who represent more than half of
the total population on the island and who are the most affected by
public policies in amplnym&nt,'education and social prograns.

Motwithstanding the obstacles faced by women in all societies,
the FPusrto Rican woman is representative éf the eﬁduring stramgth and
covrage fourmd in all women!: the nurturers, the educators, the healers,
and the soldisve who combat the indignities of seocial injustica.

A survivors of discrimication, sexual harassment, the socizal
ills of poverty, poor education and lack of political representation
and access to economic progress, women continuously demonstrate an
incredible ability to excel and contribute considerably to the fabric
of cur society. .

For the most part, women are considered the unsung herosg, the

ainonymous inventors, and the dedicated followers. In our socisty, o

reople are reluctant to accept women s Isaders,. Trere 15 & resistsrce
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to changing ill-informed expectations in the light of new svidence
that clearly demonstrates that women are desirious znd extrenely
capable of managing their lives.

Yelt we must adveocates, through public policy and legislation, fTor
the recognition of women as officers, administrators, managers,
authors, and engineers and full participants in all instituticns and

arganizationeg,

The creation of government=zl agenclies such as the Ne=w York State
and New Jersey étate Divisions for Women, the Womer's Affairs
Commission of the Office of the Governor of Pusrto Ricea, exemﬁlify the

intiatives that can be undertaken to begin the laboricus gprocess of

reeducating our scociety to  encourage and support women to fulfill

their objectives.

There ara clearly barriers that impact tremendously on the ability
of women to assume more regponsibility in leadership roles. Through
our Women's Affairs Commission,lthe objectives of =ducation,
empowerment and development cﬁaracterize its daily work. Thess
ohjectives are interdependent, as development ane empowermnent are
products of the education process.

In the last few years, the Commission has focussed its educational
prioritigs in the aresas of domestic violence, aducationsl equity,
sexual harassment and affirmative action.

Tﬁeﬁé'afforts, &t diverse levels and in multiple directions, has
as its prime objective, the education of & whols commuity in those
issues that impact on womern and their abllity t2 advance their-
pesition in Puerto Rican society. As Puertoc Rican women, our fate is
largely tied to that of ocur families, Our culture cSoes rot allow us
the lusury of ignoring the neesds of our community for our own perssnal
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gains,

To achiave these goals, the Commission has utilized mxss

Mzl matsrizls far

a

communication, and the publication of educati
distribution; the coordimation of activities with & massive inpact

such as regional confersnces and eyrpogia, workskops with diverse

G OUDS ; trm1n1nﬂ gessicng with professional grops and workers in the

public and private sectors., The Commission, throwgh direct services

to womant, has alss realized its educational objectives.

Without a deust, this indicates the spectra of opportunities that
are available to influence public spinien on women, and consequently
on &ll members of our gociety.

'Dur future is alsa 11nkud with our dblllty to influence the
political process, Tu ensure ~that we make the necessry gaine in
zducation and employment we must improve our participation in the
paliticai-system.

As wémen, we face a special challengs. Rather than join the ranks
of the uTumplayud snd undereducated, we must ensure that women bacome
& itical foree to ensure the delivery of goods and services -
whether it's enhanced bilingual education, new job opportunities ov
improvements in & health care delivery system.

As wéil as registering to vote and participating at the ballot
box, we are eﬁcauraéing women to actively work in political campalgns
and to develop the technical erpertise necessary to fully particpate
in the political process. We must prapare surselves to lgarn the nuts
and bolte of political organization. We must move fromn being merely
petition carviers to political strategists and election lawyers

-

Just as impeortant is esneouraging women to enter the political
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I'OCT 1@«- ?B=1'2”39my peopl« is as much in tha hmm:!s af our women as “in

Zie hands of our men. The Goverrnment of Pusrto Ricois committed to

developing the women =f our socigty so that the tetality of our

callective talents amd rescurcss are wtilized to mawximize our ability

o face the challenge of the 21st century
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