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On election night a year 
ago the American peo-

ple felt that change was fi -
nally within their grasp. The 
nation had elected the fi rst 
black President, affi rming the 
egalitarian ideals enshrined 
in the American dream. He 
was sincere, committed, 
intelligent, determined to 

transform business as usual in Washing-
ton with an agenda for equality, sustain-
able economic growth, building bridges of 
solidarity with foreign countries and world 
peace. He stirred people’s hearts with his 
battle cry of “Yes we can.” Hope reigned 
in a land chastised by the Bush Presidency. 
The world shared these feelings with the 
American people.

A year later it is not clear yet whether, 
yes he can. He has set out with an ambi-
tious agenda, fi ghting on many fronts and 
still without suffi cient victories to provide 
confi dence that at the end of the day he 
will bring about the promised changes. He 
has not made major mistakes however, and 
nothing of import has occurred that will 

deny him a prominent place among American 
presidents if he is able to work out his agenda.

Given the disastrous fi nancial and economic 
state of the union, and the foreign entanglements 
he inherited from Bush, it is indicative of his 
courage, will and commitment that he set out to 
handle the crisis while at the same time pursuing 
his own agenda in such matters as healthcare. It 
remains to be seen whether he has the leadership 
abilities to bring his initiatives to meaningful 
fruition. The Republican victories in the gover-
nor races just held in Virginia and New Jersey 
could erode the support he needs to accomplish 
his goals.

Up to now he has had some solid successes. 
The fi nancial system has been stabilized, the 

automotive industry is once again turning profi ts 
and the latest numbers indicate that the country is 
emerging from recession. But this is bittersweet 
because jobs are not being created yet and the 
country is feeling the pain. He has also dramati-
cally improved America’s image abroad. The 
awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize to him was 
characterized by President Sarkozy of France as 
that Obama has again placed America in the heart 
of the countries of the world.

But still he has not been able to close 
Guantanamo, the troops remain in Iraq and pro-

crastination, justifi ed or not, in Afghanistan as to 
sending more troops or devising a new strategy, 
casts him in an indecisive mode that undermines 
his ability to lead on other matters.

A victory on health reform would strengthen 
considerably his position. But, he cannot settle for 
any bill. The public option or its equivalent has 
become the measure of success in this endeavor. 
Puerto Rico appears to be doing well in the re-
form with an expansion in Medicaid coverage, 
and protection of Medicare Advantage. But the 
situation is so fl uid that no one can predict what 
will come out of Congress. After their victories in 
Virginia and New Jersey, the Republicans smell 
blood and will certainly try to undermine Obama 
in healthcare. The measure of the Presidency is 
at stake and they know it.

If he comes out successfully in healthcare, 
Obama will be in a position to push forward 
his other initiatives that are in the process of 
maturation: in education, climate change and 
energy reform—another major battle with 
the Republicans—immigration and, on the 
international level, the nuclear issue with Iran, 
disarmament with Russia and the framework 
for cooperation with China.

From a Puerto Rican point of view Obama’s 
presidency is to be credited with the stimulus 
package and the appointment of Sonia Sotomayor 
to the Supreme Court. With regard to his spe-
cifi c promises on status and the economy he has 

expanded the agenda of the Clinton-Bush Task 
Force on status to include the economy. He has 
not, to my knowledge, expanded it to include 
civil society or the minority party.  My impres-
sion is that he has not focused on this and that 
these matters are being handled at lower levels.

The appointment of Sonia Sotomayor is a major 
accomplishment for Obama. The essence of this 
accomplishment is the constructive rupture with 
tradition and the mindset that has characterized 
Supreme Court appointments in the past. By ap-
pointing her, Obama set foot in an area where 

others have feared to tread. He entrusted 
one-ninth of the supreme judicial power 
of the United States to a woman not stem-
ming from the dominant culture. Sonia 
Sotomayor brings her hispanic values 
with her to the court. They will have a 
bearing in the philosophical matrix that 
characterizes constitutional law, the su-
preme law of the land.  Such a decision, 
more than any other, will put forward the 
true values of multiculturalism and inte-
gration without assimilation in the United 
States. A giant step forward.

There is no doubt that in the year that has 
passed since the election the Obama ad-
ministration has moved the country in the 
right direction.  But not far enough.  Yet 

the test is not whether he accomplishes his goals 
quickly but rather whether he accomplishes them 
well, so as to be a President that has made a posi-
tive difference in the history of the United States.  
Will he be a Roosevelt or a Jimmy Carter?  Will he 
usher in the country to an American Renaissance?  
It is too early to tell.  The jury is still out.  Let us 
hope that when the verdict comes in, we can all 
say, yes he could. �
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Obama’s Presidency: An American Renaissance?

By appointing her, Obama 
set foot in an area where 

others have feared to tread. 
He entrusted one-ninth of the 
supreme judicial power of the 
United States to a woman not 
stemming from the dominant 

culture. 

Such a decision, more than any 
other, will put forward the true 
values of multiculturalism and 

integration without assimilation 
in the United States. A giant step 

forward.
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BY INDA M. RODRÍGUEZ 

Companies tied to the construc-
tion industry face many chal-

lenges as they evolve to adapt to 
current challenges. In the case of ar-
chitectural fi rms, the fact that more 
fi rms are leaning toward the design 
of more visual and complex struc-
tures poses challenges regarding the 
constructability of the structural steel 
that supports such designs. 

“Curved roofs or elaborated fascias 
to make buildings more appealing 
to the eye have become a new trend 
among architects. However, fabri-
cating complex structures has char-
acterized us and set our fi rm apart 
from the competition,” said Jorge L. 
Ramos, Jr., MSCE, CWI, PE, vice 
president of Alonso & Carus (A&C) 
Iron Works Inc. “Our capabilities are 
limited only by our clients’ imagina-
tions. We fabricate and install steel 
structures and tanks that our competi-
tors wouldn’t even dare to quote.”

Alonso & Carus is the only steel 
fabricator in Puerto Rico that has its 
own Non-Destructive Examination 
(NDE) Division which guarantees 
that its clients will receive a product 
with top-quality welds. 

Ramos noted that one of the big-
gest challenges the steel industry as 
a whole faces is to grow the appli-
cation of steel used in construction 
projects. 

“While it is true that the use of 
steel has moderately increased dur-
ing the past few years, we have only 

achieved a small part of steel’s po-
tential,” Ramos said. “While other 
building materials such as concrete 
are becoming increasingly expen-
sive, steel has the sustainability, the 
durability and the recyclability cre-
dentials to take a much bigger share 
of the construction market.”

In fact, promoting the use of steel 
over other building materials is one 

of the main objectives of the Puerto 
Rico Association of Structural Steel 
Fabricators (Prassf), of which A&C 
is a founding member. Ramos is the 
vice president of the Prassf board.

Another challenge the company 
and the steel industry face is coping 
with the global and local economic 
crises affecting all branches of the 
construction industry.

“The construction industry in Puerto 
Rico is on the verge of coming to a 
halt and we must not allow that to 
happen. Both the new government 
and the private industry need to work 
together to boost the local economy. 
One thing that needs to happen to spur 
the construction industry, and hence 
boost others in the construction chain, 
is that the administration must solve 
the problem of slow construction-
permit approval,” Ramos said.

However, instead of complaining 
and waiting for others to spur busi-
ness, A&C has recently invested in 
sophisticated equipment to automate 
the fabrication of steel structures to 
become more competitive to cope 
with tough economic times. 

The equipment, Ramos explained, 
has enabled the reduction of fabrica-
tion man-hours considerably, which 
has translated into a more competi-
tive bid process for clients.

“This new system, which is already 
operational, consists of computer-
controlled sawing, drilling, coping 
and material-handling systems,” 
Ramos said, noting that A&C re-
cently held an open house where 

clients, architects and engineers had 
the opportunity to witness fi rsthand 
the results of the investment in this 
equipment.

Other equipment recently acquired 
by the company includes a new gan-
try automatic CNC drilling, milling 
and thermal cutting system that 
should arrive before year end. This 
is a versatile machine for fabrication 
details and plate components particu-
larly for the structural steel fabrica-
tion and construction industry.

“With this equipment we will not 
only be able to reduce our plate 
components’ fabrication time, but 
also offer to general contractors af-
fordable prices for the fabrication of 
miscellaneous steels such as concrete 
embedded plates,” Ramos said.

In its quest to sharpen its edge over 
competitors, A&C has gone beyond 
acquiring new technologically ad-
vanced equipment and is broadening 
its product portfolio. 

“Last month, A&C entered into 
a license agreement with Berridge 
Manufacturing Co. for the manufac-
ture and installation of architectural 
metal panel products from standing 
seam roof panels to exotic simulated 
shake, tile and turn-of-the-century 
stamped shingles. With the addition 
of these metal panels to our line of 
products, we will be able to better 
serve our clients by being a one-stop 
shop where they can fi nd not only 
the structural steel required for their 
projects, but also the architectural 
metal panels,” Ramos said. �

Overcoming challenges is a top priority

“Curved roofs or 
elaborated fascias to 
make buildings more 
appealing to the eye 
have become a new 

trend among architects. 
However, fabricating 

complex structures has 
characterized us and set 
our fi rm apart from the 

competition.”

—Jorge L. Ramos, Jr., vice president of 
Alonso & Carus Iron Works Inc.


