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Stanford Klapper recently 
conducted a major survey 

on the attitudes of the Puerto 
Rico population on voting for 
the U.S. President under the 
commonwealth status. This 
matter has been at issue in 
Puerto Rico since the Popular 
Democratic Party included 
it as part of its proposal for 

an enhanced commonwealth in Resolution No. 
1 of the commonwealth Legislature, in which 
it voted unanimously Dec. 3, 1962, addressed 
to the Congress of the U.S., calling for a fed-
erally sponsored plebiscite between enhanced 
commonwealth, statehood or independence. 
In the relevant part, it stated as follows:

“WHEREAS, those who support Common-
wealth status conceive its maximum develop-
ment, in permanent union with the United States 
of America, under the following principles:

The recognition and re-assertion of the sover-
eignty of the people of Puerto Rico, so that no 
doubt may remain of their capacity to enter into a 
compact under conditions of juridical equality.

The assurance of the permanence and irrevoca-
bility of the union between the United States and 
Puerto Rico on the basis of common citizenship, 
common defense, common currency, free market, 
common loyalty to the values of democracy, and 
of such other conditions as may be considered, 
in the compact, of mutual benefi t to the United 
States and Puerto Rico.

The specifi c defi nition of the powers of the 
United States with respect to Puerto Rico, 
which shall exclusively be those essential to 
the union. All other powers shall be exercised 
by the constitutional organism of the people of 
Puerto Rico.

Participation by the people of Puerto Rico in 
the powers exercised, under the compact, by 
the government of the United States, in matters 
affecting Puerto Rico, in a measure proportional 
to the scope of such powers. This may include, 
among other ways of implementing such par-
ticipation, the right to vote for the President and 
Vice-President of the United States.

The adoption of a formula under which the 
people of Puerto Rico will contribute to defray 
the general expenses of the United States govern-
ment, in a manner compatible with the stability 
and economic growth of Puerto Rico.

WHEREAS, those who favor federated 
Statehood conceive it as the only desirable form 
of permanent Union with the United States, in the 
way enjoyed by the fi fty States of the Union;

WHEREAS, those who favor Independence 
conceive it in the form already known in other 
countries of the Americas;

WHEREAS, such three forms of political sta-
tus are and should be based on the sovereign 
capacity of the people of Puerto Rico, whether 
it be for joining the Union as a federated State, 
for becoming independent, or for developing 
Commonwealth status, in permanent union with 
the United States, as requested by its supporters 
and as the Congress may agree, along the lines of 
the fourth WHEREAS of this Resolution.”

Congress didn’t grant the proposed plebiscite. 
Instead, it created a commission to study the 
status of Puerto Rico. The commission, after an 
exhaustive study of the status alternatives, rec-
ommended a plebiscite on status, which com-
monwealth won handily with 60% of the votes. 
This plebiscite was held in 1967. Its mandate for 
the maximum development of commonwealth in 
permanent union with the U.S. was to be imple-
mented through an ad hoc committee appointed 
by the U.S. President and the governor of Puerto 
Rico.

In 1968, Luis A. Ferré, who had led the state-
hood movement in the 1967 plebiscite, won the 
governorship and against the most vehement 
protest of the Popular Democratic Party, pro-
posed to Richard Nixon, the then-President of 
the U.S., that the ad hoc committee for the devel-
opment of commonwealth be created solely to 
consider granting the right to vote for the U.S. 
President and Vice President. The other provi-
sions for an enhanced commonwealth weren’t 
included, among them the devolution of those 
powers not essential to the Union to the people 
of Puerto Rico, nor the adoption of a formula 
under which the people of Puerto Rico would 
contribute to defray the general expenses of the 
U.S. government in a manner compatible with 
the stability and economic growth of Puerto Rico. 
The Popular Democratic Party denounced the ad 
hoc committee proposed by Ferré as contrary to 
the plebiscite mandate, which was for the full 
development of commonwealth. Nixon and Ferré 
went ahead and appointed the committee, which 
ended up recommending that the question of vot-
ing for the President should be submitted to the 
people of Puerto Rico in a referendum.

Ferré lost the 1972 election, and I was elected 
governor. Nixon then agreed with me to appoint 
a new ad hoc committee that would take up the 
full matter of the development of commonwealth 
and the recommendation of the previous commit-
tee on the presidential vote. The new committee 

recommended in 1975 a New Compact for the 
development of commonwealth and endorsed 
the recommendation of the fi rst committee on a 
referendum on voting for the President. However, 
it stated the New Compact would have to be 
approved by Congress and the people of Puerto 
Rico before the referendum on the presidential 
vote was held. The New Compact was approved 
by the House Insular Affairs Subcommittee in 
1976, but time ran out for the bill that year. I lost 
the 1976 election and the New Progressive Patrty 
killed the New Compact in Congress. The refer-
endum on the presidential vote was never held. 
The issue has been dormant since then.

Now, when discussing the presidential vote for 
Puerto Rico, we must be clear about what we are 
talking. We aren’t talking about granting the right 
to vote for the President to U.S. citizens born in 
Puerto Rico, but rather to the people of Puerto 
Rico as such. The right to vote doesn’t derive 
solely from citizenship: it depends on where you 
are. If a U.S. citizen born in Kansas becomes a 
resident of Puerto Rico, he or she can’t vote for 
the President. If a U.S. citizen born in Puerto 
Rico moves to Kansas, he or she can vote for the 
President. So, the action to be taken is to provide 
the presidential vote to the commonwealth.

The affi rmative action Congress would have to 
take to respond positively to a petition by the peo-
ple of Puerto Rico to vote for the President would 
be to pass by a two-thirds majority an amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution that provides the com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico shall appoint, in such 
manner as our Legislature directs, a member of 
electors who will form a part of the Electoral 
College and will vote for the President as pro-
vided in the U.S. Constitution.

The President and Vice President aren’t chosen 
directly by the voters in the states of the Union. 
They vote for electors who, in turn, will choose 
these offi cials. This is why, even though Gore won 
the popular vote in the 2000 election, Bush was 
elected President because he won in the states 
with more electors. This antidemocratic mecha-
nism embedded in the U.S. Constitution has come 
into disrepute and there is a serious movement in 
the U.S. to amend the U.S. Constitution to provide 
for the direct election of the President and Vice 
President directly by the people.

In my next column, I will analyze the fi ndings 
of the Stanford Klapper survey and put forward 
my thoughts on this matter. �
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The right to vote doesn’t derive 
solely from citizenship: it depends 
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Like many other small-sized book 
publishers on the island, Elidio 

La Torre expects to close business 
deals during the last week of this 
month, when Spain’s most impor-
tant professional book fair takes 
place in Barcelona, this time with 
Puerto Rico as the guest of honor.

La Torre, editor and publisher of 
Terranova, a small publishing house 
specializing in literature, is sure that 
at least a few Spanish and Latin 
American bookstores, libraries and 
book distributors will be interested 
in some of the titles in his catalog 
and will end up ordering books.

He also knows that the number 
of copies ordered in such cases is 
relatively small. 

La Torre thinks that the best op-
portunity created by Puerto Rico’s 
invitation to the Liber book fair is 
the possibility of transferring author- 
ownership rights to publishing hous-
es in Spain and other countries.

Such deals, he said, would enable 
his authors to publish in other 

markets, avoiding that way the 
transportation costs and protectionist 
taxes levied by Spain and many 
other countries on imported books.

Publishing books in Puerto Rico 
is costly and exporting them adds 
costs that make the product too 
expensive for the average reader in a 
foreign market, La Torre explained. 
But author-ownership transfers are 
another thing, he added, because 
what is traded is not a material 
product but an intangible: the work 
of a Puerto Rican author.

“I am more interested in publishing 
one of my authors than in exporting 
my books,” he said. 

LIBER, SUAGM AND 
PUERTO RICO’S PARTICIPATION
Liber is the leading business 

platform for Spain’s publishing 
industry, which in turn publishes 
the most titles and sells the most 
books among Spanish-speaking 
countries.

Sponsored by the Spanish 
Federation of Publisher’s Guilds, 
Spain’s Ministry of Culture, the 
country’s General Directorate of 

Books, Archives & Libraries and 
the Spanish Institute of Foreign 
Trade, the annual show will take 
place at the Gran Via Exhibition 
Centre in Barcelona from Sept. 28 
to Oct. 1.

“This is the Spanish publishing 
industry’s single most important 
event,” said José F. Méndez, 
president of the Ana G. Méndez 
University System (Suagm by its 
Spanish acronym). “They expect 
the attendance of more than 700 
publishing houses.”

Suagm and its Universidad del 
Turabo are playing a pivotal role 
for Puerto Rico’s book industry as, 
in response to a petition from the 
government, they are organizing 
the island’s participation in Liber, 
which alternates between Barcelona 
and Madrid.

That participation includes the 
exhibition of catalogs from virtually 
all the island’s publishing houses.

Suagm and Universidad del Tura-
bo are also installing an exhibition 
of paintings of well-known Puerto 
Rican painter and graphic artist An-
tonio Martorell, among others, and 

assembling a schedule of round-
tables that will deal with the state 
of the Puerto Rican publishing in-
dustry, Puerto Rican women writers, 
the challenges presented by e-books 
and emigration, bilingualism and 
literature.

The schedule also includes around 
20 book presentations by some of 
the best-known Puerto Rican writers 
like Mayra Santos-Febres and 
Magali García Ramis, as well as 
lesser-known authors, and a staging 
of laureate playwright, novelist 
and essayist Luis Rafael Sánchez’s 
play “Quíntuples” at a Barcelona 
theater.

Some of the book presentations 
and roundtables will take place 
outside the Liber campus, at the 
Universidad de Barcelona and at 
least two bookstores.

“We want to maximize this 
opportunity by spreading awareness 
of the works of Puerto Rican 
writers,” Méndez said.

“We accepted the government 
invitation because one of the most 
important roles of a university is 
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