
BY RAFAEL HERNÁNDEZ COLÓN

In my previous column, I 
presented the fi rst part of a 

speech I made before a group 
from a Latino and Jewish or-
ganization that recently visit-
ed Puerto Rico. In the speech 
I gave a historical account as 
to where Puerto Rico is at the 
present moment, how this has 
come about and where we go 

from here. This is the second part of that histori-
cal account, as to how and why we have come to 
a crossroads:

The people of Puerto Rico ac-
cepted by referenda the congres-
sional proposal and ordained 
our Constitution. Approved by 
Congress on July 25, 1952, our 
Constitution and the compact 
went into effect.

The Constitution established a 
Republican form of government. 
The governorship, the Legisla-
ture, and the judiciary branches 
from then on exercised their 
power according to the sover-
eignty of the people of Puerto 
Rico, not by delegation from 
Congress as it was before. The 
Bill of Rights followed not only 
the U.S. American counterpart, 
but also the Universal Declara-
tion of the Rights of Man, ad-
opted by the United Nations in 
1948. Thus, our Bill of Rights 
was more inclusive. Witness: 
the protection of the right to 
privacy, the prohibition of discrimination on ac-
count of sex and social origin or condition, the 
prohibition of the death penalty and the right to 
bail for every person accused of a crime—all 
were established here as of 1952. 

Upon the Constitution and the compact becom-
ing operative, the U.N. proceeded to eliminate 
Puerto Rico from the list of colonial territories, 
adopting Resolution 748 of 1953 of the General 
Assembly, which provided that:

“…in the framework of their Constitution and 
of the compact agreed upon with the United 
States of America, the people of the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico have been invested with 
attributes of political sovereignty which clearly 
identify the status of self-government attained by 
the Puerto Rican people as that of an autonomous 
political entity.” 

The U.S. Supreme Court characterized the rela-
tionship of Puerto Rico to the U.S. as one without 
parallel in U.S. history. In Examining Board v. 
Flores de Otero, 26 U.S. 572 (1976), it stated 

that “Congress relinquished its control over the 
organization of the local affairs of the Island and 
granted Puerto Rico a measure of autonomy com-
parable to that possessed by the States.” 

During the next two decades after the Constitu-
tion went into effect, the gross national product 
of our economy grew at an annual average of 6% 
in real terms. This was achieved through Opera-
tion Bootstrap, an industrialization program with 
federal and local tax exemptions as its principal 
incentives. This economic growth was translated 
into ample programs of social justice providing 
jobs, housing, education and medical services to 
our people. Puerto Rico was hailed as the show-

case of democracy by the U.S. Under the Point 
Four Program established by President Harry S. 
Truman, people came from Latin America, and 
even as far as from India, to learn about economic 
and social development from us. 

The Popular Democratic Party, under which 
commonwealth was created, lost its fi rst elec-
tion in 1968 after having ruled Puerto Rico for 
28 consecutive years. These 28 years provided 
for a continuity of developmental policies under 
the commonwealth framework. The New Pro-
gressive Party, which favors statehood, won its 
fi rst election in 1968. Since then, it has won fi ve 
elections and the Popular Democratic Party has 
won another fi ve. The Independence Party has 
never won an election. In the last one, it polled 
2% of the vote.

The alternation between the pro-statehood party 
and the commonwealth party during the past 40 
years has brought confl icting policies as to eco-
nomic development stemming from the radically 
different fi scal framework posed by statehood, 

which entails federal taxation. Although Puerto 
Rico is not a state of the Union, the statehood 
governments seek uniformity between the local 
framework for economic development and that 
of the States. Commonwealthers rely on fi scal 
autonomy and the lack of federal taxation to pro-
mote economic development. 

In 1995, Congress repealed Section 936 of the 
U.S. Internal Code, which provided for the re-
patriation, free of federal taxes, of the profi ts of 
U.S. companies in Puerto Rico. The government 
of Puerto Rico at that time was under the New 
Progressive Party, which agreed to the repeal of 
Section 936 based on the fact that Section 936 

was not constitutionally 
feasible if Puerto Rico be-
came a state of the Union 
due to the uniformity clause 
of the U.S. Constitution. 
No adequate substitute for 
Section 936 was provided 
by Congress. 

The repeal of Section 
936 was phased in over a 
10-year period. Many com-
panies left, and thousands 
of jobs were lost. Some, 
mainly pharmaceuticals, 
remain. However, new 
investment in plants and 
equipment in Puerto Rico 
declined dramatically. Be-
ginning in 2006, the year 
after the phase-out ended, 
our economy went into 
recession, and it has re-
mained there until today. 
At no point in recent his-
tory has the economic and 

social picture been as bleak as it is today; so bleak 
that the New York Times editorialized that Puer-
to Rico is an “Island in Distress.” In 2009, the 
island’s gross domestic product had a negative 
growth rate of 4%. During the past fi ve years, 
the commonwealth has been struggling to emerge 
from a structural defi cit in its budget. Moody’s 
has assigned a negative outlook to the common-
wealth’s general obligation bonds. Our plight was 
not caused, but was worsened, by the U.S. reces-
sion, which began in 2008. The U.S. economy has 
resumed growth this year, albeit sluggish.

This column will be continued. �
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PHARMACEUTICAL & HEALTHCARE

BY JAMES FERRÉ

With Caribbean Self Stor-
age (CSS), the local market 

leader in self-storage warehouses, 
extending its products and services 
to the pharmaceutical & healthcare 
industries, pharmaceutical sales 
representatives can rely on CSS’ 
islandwide network of warehouses 
for their critical current and future 
storage needs.

In a recent interview with 
CARIBBEAN BUSINESS, Veró-
nica Rivera, district manager 
for CSS, pitched her company’s 

products and services to pharmaceu-
tical sales representatives.

“Instead of keeping everything at 
home or in your trunk, store your 
business products and samples in a 
climate-controlled storage unit, com-
plete with multiple layers of profes-
sional security features,” she said.

Rivera quoted a pharmaceutical 
sales rep and client of CSS, who told 
her recently, “‘As a pharmaceutical 
representative, my storage unit is a 
critical part of my daily business,’” 
she said. “‘From the smallest request 
to the largest, the level of customer 
service at Caribbean Self Storage 

consistently goes beyond my expec-
tations and makes my job easier.’”

With the expected increase in phar-
maceutical sales, industry sales reps 
should be prepared for increased 
volume. As reported by the Na-
tional Association of Pharmaceu-
tical Representatives (NAPRx) on 
Jan. 12, pharmaceutical industry 
insiders—taking their cues from a 
business outlook survey conducted 
by Drug Topics, a trade news pub-
lication for pharmacists—believe 
2010 will close as a good year for 
the industry.

NAPRx is a trade association for 
sales reps, sales managers and sales 
trainers who work in the pharmaceu-
tical industry. It currently has more 
than 50,000 members. Drug Topics’ 
Business Outlook Survey polls the 
publication’s readers and pharma-
ceutical industry insiders.

Prepared for pharmaceutical sales 
reps’ expanding storage needs, Rive-
ra explained that what distinguishes 
CSS is its convenience, security and 
professionalism. CSS customers can 
chose among four conveniently lo-
cated self-storage warehouses and 
a variety of unit sizes. Also avail-
able are climate-controlled units, 
vehicle storage, as well as a full line 
of moving and packing supplies. 

The facilities themselves offer 24/7 
access, weather-protected loading 
areas, temperature-controlled units, 
and bright,  well-lit hallways.

“At CSS security is our top priori-
ty,” said Rivera. Its facilities include 
electronic gates with unique PIN- 
(personal identifi cation number) 
coded access, monitored video sur-
veillance and units with individual 
alarm systems. Furthermore, profes-
sional onsite managers are available 
for assistance. 

CSS’ network consists of four 
state-of-the-art centers in Hato Rey, 
Carolina, Santurce and Juncos. The 
fi rst of these facilities was opened in 
Juncos in 2004. Since then, the com-
pany has grown to meet the demands 
of businesses and individuals alike.

“It is our dedication to customer 
service that has made Caribbean Self 
Storage a leader in the industry for 
over six years. We are committed to 
being the most convenient, secure 
and professional storage solution in 
Puerto Rico,” the district manager 
said. 

CSS, Rivera explained, promises 
to provide their clients with a clean, 
ready-to-rent unit; helpful advice on 
selecting the right unit size, as well 
as moving and packing supplies; 
and safety and security for clients’ 
stored professional and personal 
belongings.

“You’ll have a secure climate-
controlled space to store your sup-
plies, briefs, records and more with 
a storage unit from Caribbean Self 
Storage,” Rivera said, reiterating the 
benefi ts to prospective clients in the 
pharmaceutical industry. 

CSS is online at www.caribbean-
selfstorage.net, or can be reached by 
phone at 1-888-337-3304. �

 CSS offers storage options for pharma sales reps  

“Instead of keeping everything at home or in your trunk, 
store your business products and samples 

in a climate-controlled storage unit…”
—Verónica Rivera, district manager for CSS


