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Atlantic College (AC) provides 
quality education in a special-

ized institution and has done so for 
more than 27 years. It is the only uni-
versity awarded an Emmy and recog-
nized as a Distinguished Honor In-
stitution by the national Accrediting 
Council for Independent Colleges & 
Schools (ACICS). At AC, students 
can receive the creative education 
they want and need to turn a hobby 
into a rewarding career that is in high 
demand worldwide.

As the only pioneer and leader 
in the Caribbean that specializes in 
digital arts, AC offers associate’s 
and bachelor’s degrees in digital 
graphic design and graphic design 
with majors in digital animation, 

computerized or digital photog-
raphy, digital animation science, 
science game art and design as 
well as the fi rst and only master’s 
in graphic arts with specialization 
in digital graphic design.  

The vision and direction from 
Teresa de Dios Unanue, president 
of the educational institution, to-
gether with the extraordinary 
technological knowledge of Heri 
Martínez de Dios, executive vice 
president, professor & dean of 
technology & marketing, have led 
AC to the forefront, enjoying 15 
laboratories with the best technol-
ogy offerings for its students. In 
the selection are two new laborato-
ries for developing unique courses in 
digital animation and game design.

In addition, the institution has the 

unique laboratory platform for digi-
tal audio pro-tools and the only two 
laboratories for motion capture in 
the Caribbean. AC enjoys interna-
tional prestige and respect, which is 

why it celebrated animation 
and game week with celebrity 
guests.

The successful event was 
held at the Media Lab with 
the participation of renowned 
speakers from the industry, 
including Mike Murphy, 
discussing “A Career in En-
tertainment: Tips for Suc-
cess”; Tom Beland, “Devel-
opment of a Story Through 
a Sequence”; Arnold Licea, 
“Design & Game Develop-
ment & Networking”; Juanchi 
González, “Film & Story De-
velopment”; and Miguel Mar-

tinez Joffre, “Animation Production 
Venture Bros.” Likewise, the activity 
had an excellent live demonstration 
of the motion-caption system. � 

   Servimos de enlace entre la empresa, la industria y el gobierno, promoviendo 
el desarrollo de relaciones efectivas con empresas locales, internacionales y del 
gobierno.  Determina sus necesidades, y desarrolla servicios y productos que 
respondan a las mismas.  Además, coordina programas de capacitación para el 
mejoramiento continuo de los profesionales de la salud, área de la niñez, 
asesoramiento en temas especializados, como también eventos especiales a nivel 
sistémico de la Institución.  
   Nuestros recursos son profesionales con excelente preparación académica y 
experiencia práctica, en el diseño e implantación de proyectos en empresas e 
instituciones públicas y privadas.
    El Centro lleva más de una década ofreciendo programas de capacitación 
para gerentes y supervisores, adiestramientos y talleres para el mejoramiento 
profesional, presentaciones de  libros, reuniones de trabajo y coordinación de 
salones para cursos especializados, entre otros muchos servicios.   Coordinamos los 
talleres y adiestramientos de acuerdo a las necesidades de los clientes.  Si lo solicitan, 
llevamos el  recurso y el equipo necesario a su empresa. 

Computadoras

•Básico de Computadora con Internet
•Computadora y Mouse
•Teclado y Mecanografía
•Aprenda Windows
•Manejo de discos, carpetas y archivos
•Internet
•Correo Electrónico “e-mail”
•Word
•Excel
•Power Point
•Crendo Blog con Blogger

Area de la Salud con créditos 
de Educación Continua
•Seguridad del Paciente
•Control de Infecciones:
  Hepatitis y Tuberculosis
•Conducta disruptiva y seguridad 
  del Paciente
•Condiciones de riesgo en sala de 
  emergencia
•Ley Hippa
•Literacia en Salud y Seguridad 
  del Paciente

Para información o cita, 787-763-4633 ó 787-763-5054  
web: http://cdpee.inter.edu.   

Calle Galileo 399, Jardines Metropolitanos, Río Piedras 

Centro para el Desarrollo 
Profesional y Eventos Especiales 
de la Universidad Interamericana de P.R.

PRÓXIMOS ADIESTRAMIENTOS

Atlantic College provides the best creative and visual education  

A team of professors during a weeklong celebration 
of animation & video games.

BY RAFAEL HERNÁNDEZ COLÓN

A distinguished group 
belonging to important 

Latino and Jewish organiza-
tions just visited Puerto Rico, 
and I was asked, along with 
Carlos Romero Barceló, to 
make a presentation to them 
about where Puerto Rico is at 
the present moment, how this 
has come about and where we 

go from here. Obviously, they were going to get 
two confl icting versions, but that is Puerto Rico’s 
reality. Given the importance of the group and 
the questions I was to address, I devoted some 
time trying to paint with broad strokes the vaga-
ries of history that have brought us to where we 
are now. Inasmuch as they present Puerto Rico 
at a crossroads, I would like to share the speech 
with my readers in this and in my next columns 
in CARIBBEAN BUSINESS.

Welcome to the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, an autonomous body politic, organized 
by the free and sovereign will of the people of 
Puerto Rico under a compact with the United 
States of America.

Our people, a cultural community of Hispanic 
language and tradition, are citizens of the U.S., 
who have decided in a Constitutional Convention 
and expressed through plebiscites our purpose to 
live in permanent union with the United States 
of America through a relationship structured in 
a compact that provides for our constitutional 
government, with fi scal and cultural autonomy 
from the U.S.

At the time Puerto Rico was ceded by Spain to 
the U.S. in 1898 following the Spanish-American 
War, we were a distinct people belonging to an 
integrated ethnic family, speaking the same 
language, with the same customs and beliefs, 
conscious of our history, unity and our common 
future. At that time, our fi ne arts were well-
developed and our literature, music and painting 
refl ected our particular identity. Our political 
class had achieved a Charter of Autonomy from 
Spain. At that time, we already were a nation 
in the sociological, anthropological and cultural 
sense of the word.

The people of Cuba and the people of the Phil-
ippines, who also came under U.S. sovereignty 
as a result of the Spanish-American War, were 
also nations in the same sense as Puerto Rico. 
However, the U.S. didn’t intend to hold onto 
Cuba and the Philippines. This wasn’t the case 
with Puerto Rico.

Other than acquiring the island from Spain, the 
U.S. didn’t have a policy about what the ultimate 
status of the people of Puerto Rico would be. 
This would be worked out pragmatically as the 

20th century unfolded. The fi rst decisive step 
to structure a permanent relationship occurred 
in 1917 when Congress granted citizenship to 
the people of Puerto Rico. This step, however, 
wasn’t intended, as the Supreme Court said in 
the case of Balzac v. People of Puerto Rico 258 
U.S. 298 (1922) to incorporate Puerto Rico into 
the U.S. and destine us for statehood. Citizenship 
was granted in block for the fi rst time in [U.S.] 
American history to a distinct people. Natural-
ization procedures weren’t required. We didn’t 
have to learn English or [U.S.] American history. 
By law of Congress, we became [U.S.] citizens. 
Citizenship made us [U.S.] American citizens 
but didn’t pretend to make us [U.S.] Americans 
in the sociological, anthropological or cultural 
sense. The policy followed in the granting of citi-
zenship was refl ected in the following language 
written by Felix Frankfurter, then a lawyer for the 
War Department, later one of the most eminent 
justices of the U.S. Supreme Court:

“The form of the relationship between the 
U.S. and [an] unincorporated territory is solely 
a problem of statesmanship. History suggests 
a great diversity of relationships between a 
central government and [a] dependent territory. 
The present day shows a great variety in actual 
operation. One of the great demands upon creative 
statesmanship is to help evolve new kinds of 
relationship[s] so as to combine the advantages of 
local self-government with those of a confederated 

union. Luckily, our Constitution has left this fi eld 
of invention open. The decisions in the insular 
cases mean this, if they mean anything; that 
there is nothing in the Constitution to hamper 
the responsibility of Congress in working out, 
step by step, forms of government for our insular 
possessions responsive to the largest needs and 
capacities of their inhabitants, and ascertained 
by the best wisdom of Congress.”

During the fi rst half of the 20th century, our 
government was organized by laws of Congress. 
At the outset, Congress realized that due to the 
abysmal differences in economic development 
between the island and the [U.S.] mainland, 
federal taxation couldn’t be imposed upon our 
economy. Although considerable progress was 
achieved during the fi rst decades in education, 
sanitation and infrastructure, economic develop-
ment didn’t take off, social justice was meager 
and poverty was rampant. Free trade between the 
U. S. and Puerto Rico and the mobility afforded 
to our people by [U.S.] American citizenship 
integrated our economy to that of the mainland 
and opened up opportunities for a better life to 
thousands of Puerto Ricans who migrated to the 
mainland, weaving the texture of permanent 
union that has come to characterize our relation-
ship to the U.S.

The United Nations (U.N.) Charter stimulat-
ed a movement for decolonization all over the 
globe after World War II. The Popular Demo-
cratic Party, which controlled our Legislature 
since 1941—the governor was Rexford Tugwell, 
who had been appointed by Roosevelt—in 1949 
proposed to Congress an arrangement of self-
government for Puerto Rico that was tailor-made 
to our cultural realities and our economic needs, 
which would fulfi ll the criteria set up by the U.N. 
for decolonizing the island.

Congress then approved Law 600 of 1950 in the 
nature of a compact to be proposed to the people 
of Puerto Rico whereby we would be governed 
through our own Constitution and the terms of 
the relationship, that is: U.S. citizenship, free 
trade, applicability of federal laws, exemption 
from federal taxation, etc., would be contained 
in a Federal Relations Act. These terms were 
previously legislated unilaterally by Congress in 
the Organic Act under which we were governed. 
They would be part of the compact between 
Congress and the people of Puerto Rico if we 
accepted the congressional proposal. � 

COLUMN CARIBBEAN BUSINESS   THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 201026

Rafael Hernández Colón is a three-term (12-year) 
former governor of Puerto Rico (1973-’76 and 1985-
’92). He served as Justice secretary (1965-’67) and 
Senate president (1969-’72). He was president of the 
Popular Democratic Party for 19 years. Comments on 
this article are welcome at caribbeanbusinesspr.com. 
Go to Sign in link on the homepage. Emails also may be 
sent to column@caribbeanbusinesspr.com.

Puerto Rico at a crossroads

At the time Puerto Rico was 
ceded by Spain to the U.S. in 
1898 following the Spanish-

American War, we were a distinct 
people belonging to an integrated 
ethnic family, speaking the same 
language, with the same customs 

and beliefs...


