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BY CB STAFF 

Anyone who has ever been in 
need of a good tax consultant 

or fi nancial adviser knows that qual-
ity CPA fi rms abound in Puerto Rico. 
However, when it comes to serving 
clients who earn big money in the 
sports and entertainment industries, 
not all fi rms have the experience and 
know-how it takes to work with all 
the unique and intricate fi nancial 
twists involved.

“One of our fi rm’s most important 
achievements has been to develop 
a Sports & Entertainment division 
that currently serves more than 35 
Major League Baseball (MLB) play-
ers and managers, as well as other 
well-known artists,” said José A. 
Silva, founder & managing partner 

at Grupo Silva. “This is a very diffi -
cult market to enter, and we are very 
proud of our success.”

Clients currently include MLB 
players from the Atlanta Braves, 
Florida Marlins, New York Yankees, 

New York Mets, Houston Astros, 
Philadelphia Phillies, St. Louis Car-
dinals, Minnesota Twins, Los An-
geles Dodgers and Texas Rangers, 
among others.

Silva said that the key to his 
14-year-old fi rm’s success with 
this highly prized market niche and 
other sectors on the island has been 
the level of service he and his team 
provide.

“We are always looking for new 
ways to do business so that we stay 
at the forefront in terms of cus-
tomer service,” he said. “We also 
have created a number of strategic 
alliances throughout the years, not 
only in Puerto Rico, but also in the 
U.S., Venezuela and the Dominican 
Republic.”

This includes the creation of a 

network of brokerage and CPA fi rms 
in Miami and New York City that 
have contributed to the development 
of this specialized division as well.

“I have a very strong relationship 
with many athletic agents,” Silva 
added. “They have played an impor-
tant role in our fi rm’s growth.”

When asked about the fi rm’s plans 
for the future, Silva noted that he 
plans to continue developing the 
Sports & Entertainment segment of 
the company to be able to offer ser-
vices on an even grander scale.

“We are currently in negotiations 
to become fi nancial consultants for  
an MLB team, which we expect to 
see happen in the next 12 months,” 
he said. “Although I can’t reveal the 
name of the team yet, I can say ne-
gotiations are 98% complete.” �

Antilles High School softball fi eld 
in Fort Buchanan. The fi rm worked 
with La Plata River fl ood control 
project in 2009.

The fi rm also was hired to work 
with construction of the new govern-
ment center in Caguas and an elec-
tronic library in Vega Baja.

“Our team of professionals is 
committed to doing rigorous project 
inspections to guarantee compliance 
with environmental laws and 
labor and safety regulations,” 
said Figueroa, an engineer with a 
master’s degree in environmental 
management, who worked as an 
inspector at the local Highways 
Authority from 1997 to 2008.

GEHS Corp. was founded May 
31, 2008 due to the “great need [for 

consultants] in construction projects 
that weren’t complying with envi-
ronmental, health and safety laws 
and regulations,” she said. The fi rm 
has six employees and two external 
contractors.

In fact, Figueroa, a 37-year-old 
single mother, said she decided 
to leave the government and start 
her own consulting business after 
“surviving” being a victim of do-
mestic violence. Last year, she was 

presented the Puerto Rico Minority 
Business Enterprise Center award 
for Young Businesswomen.

“After having felt the pain and 
seeing desperation in the eye, 
I decided to change direction 
and show that I could go out and 
triumph,” she told CARIBBEAN 
BUSINESS. “I discovered what I 
decree marks my behavior and I 
understood that fl eeing wasn’t the 
solution.” �
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CPA fi rm provides services to MLB players and other big names 

BY ANGELA VARGAS

Dust Control Services of Puer-
to Rico (DustCo) is a locally 

founded company which, since ini-
tiating operations in 1962, has had a 
clear vision of the future of cleaning 
on the island. In 2010, the company 
suffered the loss of its plant and fa-
cilities from what fi re fi refi ghters 
determined was caused by a short 
circuit.

“Fortunately, we were insured 
well and the company [Triple-S] as-
sisted us in an exceptional manner, 
so we could reboot and reconstruct 
our company, making it even bet-
ter than it was before,” said Juan B. 
Zamora, chairman of DustCo, re-
ferring to the modern facilities and 

novel equipment the company now 
enjoys.

Zamora heralds his insurance 
company for providing the necessary 
support and equipment for DustCo’s 
continued operations, and ensures the 
company is in the best place it ever 
has been to best serve its clientele.

“The fact is, we had to start from 
the ground up. We lost a percentage 
of our operational volume, but we are 
gradually recovering this through our 
usual hard work and best practices,” 
Zamora stated.

DustCo and its divisions have spe-
cialized in novelties for the clean-
ing & hygiene sector. Its divisions 
include P.R. Dust Control, HyGen 
Worldwide and Restroom Services. 
To date, the company is the leading 

hygiene enterprise for bathrooms, 
public areas and dust control.

The company offers a variety of 
products and services that facilitate 
companies’ cost-effective mainte-
nance operations.

Some DustCo products include: 
stainless-steel, automatic, high-speed 
hand Dryers, a varied selection of 

soap dispensers for restrooms and 
SineAqua technologies used in uri-
nals to isolate waste without the use 
of water while maintaining high lev-
els of cleanliness. With this system, 
each unit saves an average  40,000 
gallons of water and is a decisive 
step toward converting businesses 
to green causes. �

DustCo rises from the ashes to operate from new facilities

Juan B. Zamora, chairman (center) with Dust Control Services staff.

José A. Silva, CPA, founder & 
managing partner of Group Silva

BY RAFAEL HERNÁNDEZ COLÓN

On May 5, we gath-
ered with sadness in a 

Guaynabo cemetery near 
Suchville to say goodbye to a 
dear friend and my close col-
laborator when I was active in 
politics: Ramón Luis Lugo. 
His legacy remains imprinted 
in Puerto Rico’s political and 
economic history over the 

past three decades, as well as the international 
art world.

Ramón, who left us at the early age of 56, never 
ran for public offi ce, yet he was one of the best 
political tacticians and strategists I have known. 
Few would recognize his name or the impor-
tant contributions he made to Puerto Rico. Few 
meandered as effectively and freely in the power 
circles of the two major Puerto Rico political par-
ties, and the U.S. mainland’s, as Ramón did.

Ramón was instrumental in the outcome of 
signifi cant events in Puerto Rico’s political his-
tory, including the defeat of a controversial fed-
eral status bill by Alaska Congressman Donald 
“Don” Young. In 1998, he was paramount in the 
creation of the “Cabilderos del Pueblo” (The 
People’s Lobbyists), the group of local citizens 
who personally fi nanced and successfully lobbied 
against a hefty team of government-subsidized 
Washington lobbyists in what resulted in the 
Young Bill’s downfall. He strategized during the 
mid-1990s for Puerto Rico during the ousting of 
the U.S. Navy from the island of Vieques and was 
a key pro-commonwealth strategist in the several 
status referenda held in recent history.

My son, José Alfredo [Hernández Mayoral], 
was one of the young professionals Ramón 
recruited for “Cabilderos del Pueblo.” Noting 
José Alfredo’s persuasive abilities on Capitol Hill, 
Ramón advised him to run for resident commis-
sioner in 1999. Ramón took on the management 
of the campaign in an uphill primary because the 
Popular Democratic Party’s (PDP) gubernatorial 
candidate, Sila Calderón, was dead set against 
José. One night, when he and José were com-
ing back to San Juan from campaigning in the 
Humacao district, Ramón felt ill and José took 
him to Pavía Hospital. That was the beginning 
of a six-month struggle with a second encounter 
with necrotic pancreatitis. He was operated on, 
in life-or-death situations, about a dozen, eventu-
ally ending up in Mass General, where he began 
a slow and painful recovery.

Ramón’s health had been affl icted by severe 
medical conditions since 1988. In 2005, Ramón 
suffered a massive stroke, which rendered him 
hemiplegic, but it never hindered his unbreak-
able spirit, his commitment to his family or his 
strength of purpose to accomplish the duties at 

hand. When any one of us mere mortals would 
have thrown in the towel, Ramón would rise 
intellectually, increase his productivity, and fol-
low up with his ideas, strategies and plans. We 
never saw him lose his dynamism, clarity of 
thought, superior intelligence or fervency with 
his friends and those around him. After each 
health setback, Ramón came back with greater 
energy, insurmountable evidence every day to 
his family, associates, clients and friends that 
we were going to have Ramón for a long time. 
When most of us would have retired from con-
fronting a physical incapacity, Ramón, from his 
wheelchair, reminded us, with admirable vigor 
and mental strength, how to move onward and 
push forward.

Looking back at his life, one can’t help but 
be impressed by his unique political abilities. 
The stories of his successes, accomplishments 
and political battles are legendary. Ramón was 
a person of superior intelligence, clear mind and 
brilliance, with an intense tenacity in negotia-
tions and in the design of political and business 
strategies.

The depth of his relationships in Washington 
was made clear when former President Clinton 
and current Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
called Mari Olga, Ramón’s widow, to personally 
express their condolences for the irreplaceable 
loss of their dear friend.

In 2005, on his 50th birthday, he proceeded to 
briskly amass one of Puerto Rico’s most impor-
tant collections of contemporary art, which for 
cultural, historical and market reasons centered 
around German Abstract Expressionists. Ramón 
started collecting early on with Andy Warhol’s 
Goethe—claiming the biggest collection of his 
sister Nina Luis’ paintings, ranging two decades 
of her work—and continued with artists of the 
category of Damien Hirst, Sigmar Polke and 
Anselm Kiefer, as well as Georg Baselitz and 
Jorg Immendorf, and such younger daredevils as 
Martin Kippenberger, Albert Oehlen and Jonathan 
Meese—Ramón’s friend and regular guest in 
Puerto Rico. He traveled to Berlin to purchase a 
painting by German superstar Neo Rauch, which 
was fi rst exhibited at the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art in New York, before rehanging it on the 
wall of his New York apartment.

Ramón also championed young Puerto Rican 
student artists through Amigos de la Escuela 
de Artes Plásticas, and actively supported the 
Museum of Art of Puerto Rico and the Ponce 
Museum of Art. He hosted numerous activities 
at his apartment to promote various art fairs. He 
strongly advocated the internationalization of the 
Puerto Rico art scene, which he was convinced 
was underexposed and underestimated.

Spurred on by his sister Elba’s vision and her 
several proposals to the government since the 
early 1990s to make Puerto Rico a cultural center 

through a tailored tax-incentives program—an 
art and fi lm-production destination where art-
ists and intellectuals from all over the world 
would set up residence in a civilizing move to 
enhance the local educational system—in the last 
six years of his life, Ramón committed to their 
common dream.

Pallbearers at his funeral included fi gures of 
both local political parties, such as former San 
Juan PDP Mayor Héctor Luis Acevedo and House 
Treasury Chairman Antonio “Toñito” Silva of the 
New Progressive Party, all his close, dear friends 
and, of course, his 13-year-old son, Ramón. 
Toñito was deeply saddened. He had worked with 
Ramón sorting out important legislative matters. 
They were always very close, but even more so 
during the days that followed the accident that 
took the life of Toñito’s beloved son; a grief from 
which Toñito has yet to recover. Ramón was there 
at his side with empathy and words of wisdom. 
Now it was Toñito’s turn to console Mari Olga 
and Ramón’s children.

At the cathedral, my son, José Alfredo, and 
Marcos Rodríguez-Ema delivered farewell 
addresses as living proof that on this blessed 
island, there are more things that join us than 
those that divide us, and Ramón’s friendship was 
one of them.

Ramón never lost the passion imbedded in him. 
The intensity with which he lived his early life 
fl ourished with more maturity and knowledge 
at a later stage. To spend time with Ramón was 
to enjoy a fun, yet stimulating experience that 
would turn to history, political careers, social 
problems, even cinema and, his great passion…
contemporary art. A whirlwind of grace, creativ-
ity, good taste and intelligence, he made you lose 
any notion of space and time.

Passion was the engine of his life—the passion 
for his family, his friends and clients, the arts, 
knowledge, justice, equity and loyalty. Even in 
the throes of incessant health problems, Ramón 
was passionate in his desire to live and press 
ahead. In his book, there was no time or space 
for complaints or retreat. With an uncontrollable 
passion, Ramón engaged us all in his projects, 
big and small. He moved forward with his plans, 
always ready to fi ght the next battle.

It was altogether fi tting that his funeral’s memo-
rial card reproduced José de Diego’s poem “En 
la Brecha” (In the Ramparts). �
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former governor of Puerto Rico (1973-76 and 1985-92). 
He served as Justice secretary (1965-67) and Senate 
president (1969-72). He was president of the Popular 
Democratic Party for 19 years. Comments on this article 
are welcome at caribbeanbusiness.pr. Go to Sign in link 
on the homepage. Emails also may be sent to column@
caribbeanbusinesspr.com.
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