
BY RAFAEL HERNÁNDEZ COLÓN

Once again, we are em-
broiled in the status 

issue. The President’s Task 
Force Report hasn’t been 
acted upon. Sen. García Pa-
dilla’s bill to implement it 
hasn’t been given consider-
ation by the New Progressive 
Party (NPP) majority in the 
Senate. The NPP directorate 

determined a two-step process, which ran afoul 
of the timeframe set by the report. A “Dialogue 
Committee” composed of representatives of our 
three political parties was convened by the gover-
nor. The committee didn’t arrive at a consensus.

President Barack Obama is scheduled to visit 
Puerto Rico next week. He promised a fair pro-
cess for self-determination. The Popular Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) waived aside programmatic 
positions to move forward the process proposed 
by the Task Force. The NPP stepped aside from 
that process, pushing the statehood-common-
wealth confrontation to 2013. The White House 
task force expected us to make a decision by this 
summer.

Furthermore, the NPP is intent on having a pro-
cess wherein they defi ne Commonwealth with no 
dignity, as a U.S. colony under the plenary power 
of Congress, and an improved Commonwealth as 
an associated republic, Micronesian style. They 
are intent on having a plebiscite contrary to the 
true nature of Commonwealth and its potential 
improvements; a plebiscite they are certain to 
win. It is evident they will buck the president 
and submit the people of Puerto Rico to a pro-

foundly unfair exercise in authoritarian “self-
determination.”

Unfortunately, individual members of the PDP 
have given the NPP ammunition to defend its 

position. They hold positions in the Legislature 
and have access to the media. They are again 
running for elective offi ce. They would have the 
PDP abandon its position of permanent union 
with the U.S.—PDP Reps. Carmen Yulín Cruz 
and Charlie Hernández. They are but a few, but 
they speak loudly and the NPP capitalizes their 
assertions by attributing them to the party as 
such.

The most studied and complete proposition 
on the part of these legislators comes from Sen. 
Antonio “Tony” Fas Alzamora. It is an exten-
sive document titled the “Pact of Association 
Between the Governments of the Free Associ-
ated State of Puerto Rico & of the United States 
of America.” This is the sort of proposal that 
stokes the fl ames of demagoguery on the part 
of the NPP. It proposes an associated republic 
Micronesian style, with U.S. citizenship to be 
established through the treaty power granted to 
the U.S. president. Most federal powers devolve 

to the free associated state, and federal funds 
and transfer payments are allotted 

in block grants directed to areas 
such as education, health, infra-
structure, etc. for a renewable pe-
riod of 28 years. Such a proposal 
is contrary to PDP ideology and 
stands no chance with voters.

However, this is the stuff that 
NPP campaigns thrive on. When 
they don’t have this sort of am-
munition, they invent it. Evi-
dence: the 1988 election when 
the PDP had permanent union, 
front and center, in its platform 
and the NPP nonetheless devel-
oped a highly emotional media 
campaign lowering the U.S. fl ag 
in Puerto Rico, which plummeted 
my lead in the polls. I would have 

lost that election had I not debated 
my opponent on this issue and established in the 
debate the falsehood of the NPP ads. In spite 
of these experiences, some PDP members still 
dabble in propositions that depart from the will 

of the vast majority of the members of the party, 
who stand for permanent union with the U.S.

The PDP has made clear it won’t stand for any 
proposition in the plebiscite that departs from per-
manent union from the U.S.; neither will it stand 
for a proposition disparaging commonwealth as 
colonial or territorial. These are infl ammatory 
political adjectives intended to drive the votes 
away from Commonwealth. They belong to the 
campaign discourse, where they can be refuted, 
but not on a ballot where voters would have to 
accept them as defi ning the type of relationship 
he or she wants with the U.S.

Reaching an agreement on the defi nition of 
status by all participants in a plebiscite is an im-
probable proposition because each party seeks 
to enhance its own defi nition and undermine the 
others.’ It is better to simply state on the bal-
lot the status alternatives by their names: com-
monwealth, statehood or independence. Let the 
campaign debate fi ll in the contents; once an 
alternative is selected by a majority, fl esh it out 
with Congress and then bring it back to the voters 
with concrete—not hypothetical—conditions for 
acceptance or rejection.

If there is an irresistible impulse to defi ne the 
alternatives at the outset of the process, then I 
would go to juridical, not political, defi nitions. 
In that case, one could borrow a defi nition from 
the U.S. Supreme Court, which has defi ned Com-
monwealth as “an autonomous political entity 
sovereign over matters not ruled by the [U.S.] 
Constitution.”

Given the standoff that prevails between com-
monwealth and statehood supporters, and the 
intention of the NPP of going forward with the 
plebiscite under its own terms and conditions, I 
wonder if the White House has done its home-
work concerning the president’s trip to Puerto 
Rico? Normally, one would expect, under such 
conditions before the president’s trip, a high-
ranking fi gure would be dispatched to Puerto 
Rico to meet with the parties to try to work out 
an agreement between them so the plebiscite 
could go forward and the president could honor 
his word for a just and fair process to determine 
Puerto Rico’s political future this term.

That hasn’t been done, and that sort of concilia-
tory effort isn’t the thing presidents do in a short 
visit. These matters have to be worked out before 
the president arrives. If not, they tend to under-
mine the success of the presidential visit. �
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 Defi ning the future

Reaching an agreement on 
the defi nition of status by all 
participants in a plebiscite is 
an improbable proposition 
because each party seeks to 
enhance its own defi nition 
and undermine the others.’
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BY ANGELA VARGAS

Proud father CPA José Alberto 
Silva, managing partner of 

Grupo Silva CPA, was fi rst drawn 
to the industry by his father, Héctor, 
who also labored as an accountant, 
igniting his son’s passion for the fi -
nancial world.

“My biggest inspiration comes 
from the most important people 
in my life: my parents, my wife 
Rebecca and my three children,” 
Silva said.

Offering services in the areas of 
accounting, auditing and taxing, the 
entrepreneur has been able to develop 
niches for the healthcare industry (in 
a consulting capacity) and also in the 
sports and entertainment segments 
by offering fi nancial-assessment 

services to professional athletes and 
artists.

“Since founding Grupo Silva in 
1998, I have come to realize that 
amid so many local fi rms offering 
high-quality services, one must 
address underdeveloped niches to 
become successful,” Silva stated.

He believes his biggest success 
to date has been developing his 
company’s sports and entertainment 
division, which serves more than 
35 Major League Baseball (MLB) 
players and managers. He also 
wishes to thank former and current 
MLB players, respectively, Javy 
López and Javier Vázquez, as well 
as sports agents Ramón Vázquez 
and Melvin Román, for trusting 
Silva to tackle what the businessman 
describes to be a predominantly 

challenging market.
Silva also can boast a network of 

brokerage and CPA fi rms in Miami 
and New York City, which have 
contributed to the development of 
this company division.

Accordingly, and in keeping with 
its social responsibility, once a year 

Grupo Silva and some of its sports 
clients put together charity events to 
help underprivileged children.

“If there is something I learned 
from my father, it is the value of 
hard work,” Silva noted while 
listing qualities that have trickled 
down a generation such as honesty, 
integrity, humility and respect for 
fellow human beings.

To his own children Camila 
Andrea, Natalia Sofía and José 
Armando, Silva offers the same 

advice he offers young professionals 
at large: “To get anywhere in this 
life, aspiring individuals should 
search for an example to draw 
from and establish a set of goals to 
follow. I always tell my children 
to give the best of themselves to 
any endeavor while upholding the 

values of honesty and equal respect 
for all people.”

In his spare time, Silva enjoys 
reading and dedicating as much time 
as possible to his family to balance 
his personal and professional life, a 
task Silva describes as anything but 
simple. “It certainly is a challenge,” 
he said. “I am lucky to have Rebecca’s 
support by maintaining balance both 
professionally and personally. She 
has done a spectacular job raising 
our children.” � 

Grupo Silva: Firm partner famously juggles fatherhood, niche creation

 “To get anywhere in this life, aspiring 
individuals should search for an example to 

draw from and establish a set of goals to follow. 
I always tell my children to give the best of 
themselves to any endeavor while upholding 

the values of honesty and equal respect for all 
people.”

—José Alberto Silva, managing partner of Grupo Silva CPA

In his spare time, 
José A. Silva enjoys 

reading and dedicating 
as much time as 

possible to his family 
to balance his personal 
and professional life, 
a task Silva describes 

as anything but 
simple. Silva and his 
three children Camila 
Andrea, José Armando 

and Natalia Sofía


