
BY RAFAEL HERNÁNDEZ COLÓN

I welcomed the announce-
ment that the Puerto Rico 

Electric Power Authority 
(Prepa) is moving from 
petroleum to natural gas as 
a transition to renewable 
sources. Prepa is already 
contracting wind, solar and 
waste-to-energy projects, but 
renewable sources as a whole 

are years away from economic viability or gener-
ational capabilities responsive to the demand on 
our island. So the sensible move—a no-brainer, 
really—is to go to natural gas while pursuing the 
development of renewable sources in a parallel 
course with appropriate timing.

I explored natural gas during my last term as 
governor, but at that time I could not bring Prepa 
around. Times have changed, the price of oil has 
risen, our consumers are hurting, and energy costs 
have soared for manufacturing and commercial 
purposes, dragging down our competitiveness.

The implementation of this shift from petro-
leum to natural gas is a major initiative of the 
Fortuño administration. It will not only lower 
consumers’ energy bills and improve the quality 
of the air we breathe, but will also attend to a 
nagging factor in cost analyses by prospective 
investors in Puerto Rico: the high cost of energy 
(twice as much as some states of the Union). 
Investment, particularly in manufacturing—yes, 
still manufacturing—is the principal source of 
job creation that we need to get on with our eco-
nomic development. The naysayers are already 
active against it. Some are embedded in the 
media, others in associations and still others in 
the communities in the different municipalities 
that the pipeline must cross to bring the gas to 
the power stations of the northern coast of Puerto 
Rico. Torrents of demagogy will fl ood the media, 
the bogeyman will turn up in the communities—
fear, fear, fear—natural gas will morph into nerve 
gas, and apocalyptic predictions will abound. We 
have heard it all before.

Most of this opposition comes from the usual 
suspects—the Puerto Rican Independence Party 
included—to whatever course the governments—
Popular Democratic Party or New Progressive 
Party—intend to pursue. Some of it comes from 
responsible individuals with legitimate concerns. 
The former must be ignored; nothing that can 
be said or done will satisfy them. The concerns 
of the latter must be analyzed on their merits 
and addressed, because government cannot pre-
tend to have a monopoly on truth, knowledge or 
perfection.

The merits of a major project like this are 
debated in the court of public opinion. If left 
unattended, crude demagogy will distort a project 

essential to our well-being into a major issue 
that will be hard to manage at the end of the day. 
Political opportunists will be waiting at every 
turn of the road to ride the wave of public opin-
ion. The government must educate the public 
as to the merits of this project at the grass-roots 
level and the macro level. It is evident that such 
an effort is being undertaken.

I do not fi nd it legitimate to oppose this project 
because in the face of opposition to the pipeline 
that was to run from Peñuelas to Guayama, initi-
ated by the previous administration, the current 
administration decided to use that pipeline to 
transport water. I would not have made that deci-
sion; other corrections to the project were pos-
sible. But that is no reason why anyone should 
oppose this project, particularly when Prepa has 
recognized the mistakes made in routing the 
Peñuelas-Guayama pipeline through communi-
ties that should have been better protected and 
has provided for signifi cant separation of this 
pipeline from the neighboring communities.

The construction, installation and operation 
of infrastructure always entail some risks to the 
population. The risks must be assessed with pre-
cision and balanced against the benefi ts that 
the infrastructure, be it roads, ports, pipelines, 
electric lines or whatever, will bring to the coun-
try.  As I mentioned at the beginning of this 
column, the economic and environmental ben-
efi ts that natural gas will bring to Puerto Rico 
are substantial. How about the risks from the 
pipeline? 

The National Transportation and Safety Board 
(NSTB) provides the following data for the year 
2002:

Accidents on public roads/deaths 42,000
 Accidents on planes, boats and 
trains/deaths 2,000
 Accidents related to the 
transmission of natural gas/deaths   12

And that was in 2002. Since then, there have 
been signifi cant advances in pipeline technology, 
including monitoring. The more recent statistics 
regarding the number of deaths and wounded in 
accidents related to natural gas pipelines are the 
following:

Year Number of Deaths/
 accidents wounded
2006 78  3/3
2007 75  2/7
2008 67  0/5
2009 60  0/7

 
Now these statistics are from the United States, 

where there are more than 217,000 miles of 
natural-gas pipelines on an interstate level and 
89,000 at an intrastate level. That is 306,000 miles 
of natural pipelines at those levels all told. If we 
take into consideration that our pipeline will only 
be 91 miles long, we will quickly realize that the 
risks involved with this project are small, and that 
the benefi ts outweigh the risks by far.

This will not prevent the demagogues and irre-
sponsible media from projecting horror stories to 
scare people off. One would wish that we could 
rise above this level of underdevelopment in our 
media and political discourse, that initiatives 
such as this one could receive serious discussion 
and nonpoliticized analysis. But that’s the way 
the cookie crumbles in our tropical menagerie. 
My advice to the government: stay the course 
with this valuable initiative. �
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Rafael Hernández Colón is a three-term (12-year) 
former governor of Puerto Rico (1973-’76 and 1985-
’92). He served as Justice secretary (1965-’67) and 
Senate president (1969-’72). He was president of the 
Popular Democratic Party for 19 years. Comments on 
this article are welcome at caribbeanbusinesspr.com. 
Go to Sign in link on the homepage. Emails also may be 
sent to column@caribbeanbusinesspr.com.
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BY CB STAFF

For more than four decades, Vigilantes has been 
known for providing specialized security and 

protective services and solutions for industrial 
manufacturing facilities in Puerto Rico. 

Since its founding in 1970, Vigilantes has pro-
vided highly specialized protection services for 
federal government facilities in Puerto Rico and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands. The company also has 
served agencies such as the Department of Navy, 
U.S. Marshals Service, Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration, Federal Aviation Administration and 
U.S. Customs.

In addition, many Fortune 500 companies have 
chosen Vigilantes to support their respective se-
curity programs. 

The strict quality guidelines of the company have 
resulted in the development of a robust supervi-
sion and management infrastructure that is widely 
recognized as one of the best in Puerto Rico.

 The fi rm’s management team and supervisory 
staff are mandated by corporate policy to exercise 
continuous education and professional develop-
ment studies involving modern industrial security 

and safety applica-
tions to keep up with 
the best practices 
for delivering cost-
effective protective 
services.

Also, Vigilantes has 
an international staff 
of specialized con-
sultants that includes 
ASIS-certifi ed pro-
tection professionals, 
security technology 
specialists, former 
FBI and other law 
enforcement agents 

and investigators to provide a full range of sup-
port to corporate and local facility security and 
safety programs.

Company president and chief operating offi cer 
Edgar Pedrosa said Vigilantes’ continuous edu-
cation and training policy for its career-oriented 
security offi cer staff begins with a three-phase 
training program that covers industrial security, 
occupational health and life safety. 

Additionally, all Vigilantes personnel are certi-
fi ed by the American Red Cross to provide fi rst aid 
and use of automated external defi brillators, and 
can assist as fi rst responders during emergency 
medical situations. 

“With the evolution of Puerto Rico’s indus-
trial manufacturing sector into a highly im-
portant segment of our economy, security and 
safety demands require the incorporation of our 
service divisions that include the training and 
management of professional security offi cers, 
the integration and maintenance of state-of-the-
art technology and specialized investigations to 
provide a cost-effective level of protection,” said 
Pedrosa.

Throughout the years Vigilantes has been hon-
ored with a variety of local and international 
awards, including Service Company of the Year 
from both the Small Business Administration and 
the Products Association of Puerto Rico, the In-
ternational Star for Quality in Paris, France and 
numerous recognitions and letters of appreciation 
from the National Guard and Reserve Associa-
tion for its contributions to and support of local 
veterans. �

40 years of excellence and quality in industrial security

 President and Chief 
Operating Offi cer 

Edgar Pedrosa

BY CYNTHIA COLÓN

As CARIBBEAN BUSINESS recently report-
ed, security is a $1 billion industry in which 

G4S Security Services has played an important 
role. With revenue of more than $11 million, it is 
at the top of the list as one of the most successful 
security companies on the island.

“We are always looking for innovative ways to 
offer effective security products,” said Luis Págan, 
G4S general manager. “Currently we are focus-
ing on cloud computing and have partnered with 
renowned technology company DCSI. This alli-
ance demonstrates where the future is headed, at 
a cost-effective price.”

DCSI (Data Communications Systems Integra-
tor) is a local representative of a leading global 
information technology (IT) management ser-
vice provider that will work with G4S to offer 
and maximize the integration of communications 
and technology to bring electronic security to a 
new level. 

“The alliance will allow our clients to integrate 
all of their security systems through a secure vir-
tual communications system,” said Págan. “DCSI 
takes care of everything that has to do with com-
munications for the federal government.”

“Cloud computing has been used for some time 
in the U.S. mainland, but for Puerto Rico it is fairly 

new,” he said. “It is very effi cient and a space 
saver, since all security systems will be saved in 
a secure virtual cloud, and a client only pays for 
the space used.” 

“President Barack Obama moved 95% of his 
communication to this system, and the savings has 
been more than a $1 billion,” he added.  

Meanwhile, G4S has increased the number of 
guards for more coverage, including in the area of 
electronic services, and has entered into alliances 
with many other sophisticated companies that are 
also involved with vigilance systems like cameras 
and alarms.

“We are developing a plan to offer virtual se-
curity from our facilities, and we have done very 
well. This is the future of security, while being 
cost-effective,” said Págan. “You have to integrate 
physical security with technology and have that 
person trained to use the new technology.”

G4S has done very well in the market over the 
past year and clients can avail themselves of its 
wide variety of services, including security offi cers, 
investigations and research, sales, installation and 
monitoring of alarms and sales and maintenance of 
CCTV (closed-circuit television) systems.

Págan noted that because of the high unemploy-
ment rate, more qualifi ed candidates are applying 
for security jobs, and G4S has capitalized on this 
trend. � 

Innovative services enhance security


